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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2, 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Gautsche (US Patent No. 6,458,104). Gautsche discloses a site securement device 
comprising a unitary body (Fig. 1) including multiple channels (50) of uniform shape and 
size, suitable for temporarily retaining a section of intravascular tubing in one or more of 
the channels (see abstract). Gautsche also discloses that the unitary body includes 
partitions (55) between the channels with flared end pieces. Gautsche further discloses 
that there are at least four channels and that at least two of the channels are separated 
by a space not adapted for temporarily retaining a section of the tubing (in between 
each "B" label, there is a wide, shallow trough that is a space not used for retaining the 
tubing. 

Claims 7-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Dobkin 
(US Patent No. 5,735,821). Dobkin discloses a site securement device comprising a 
unitary body (Fig. 1 1) of uniform shape but varying size, suitable for temporarily 
retaining a section of intravascular tubing in one or more of the channels (see abstract). 
Dobkin further discloses that the body includes partitions between the channels 
(partitions in Fig. 11 are the projections between each channel (22)). Dobkin further 
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discloses that the partitions have flared end pieces, and the end pieces are rounded 
(each corner of the partition is rounded). Dobkin further discloses that there are at least 
four channels. Dobkin also discloses that the device includes an identical number of 
channels of each size (Fig. 9 shows a device with 3 channels, wherein each channel is 
a different size, therefore there are 3 different sizes for 3 different channels). Dobkin 
further discloses that the channels are configured to include outer channels of smaller 
size and inner channels of larger size (Fig. 9 discloses that the two outer channels (27 
and 31) are smaller than the inner channel (22)). Dobkin also discloses that the 
channels are configured to include outer channels of larger size and inner channels of 
smaller size (Fig. 2 discloses that the two outer channels (25 and 27) are larger in size 
than the inner channel (26)). Dobkin further discloses that the at least two channels are 
separated by a space not adapted for temporarily retaining a section of the tubing (Fig. 
1 1 discloses that the top of each projection (the projections between each channel) is a 
space that does not retain tubing). 

Dobkin further discloses a site securement device (Fig. 4) with multiple channels 
(22a and 31a) of the uniform shape but varying size, suitable for temporarily retaining a 
section of intravascular tubing in one or more of the channels (see abstract) wherein no 
two channels are of the same size (each channel is a different size). Dobkin further 
discloses that the unitary body includes partitions (the projections between and on 
either side of the channels) with flared end pieces and wherein the end pieces are 
rounded (the corners of the projections are rounded, see 31b). 
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Claims 18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bierman (US Patent No. 5,702,371). Bierman discloses a medical infusion apparatus 
(Fig. 15) comprising a catheter connected to a fluid supply tube (see first sentence of 
abstract) by a section of intravascular tubing (Fig. 15, 310), a site securement device 
(300) for anchoring the catheter and fluid supply tube to a patient (abstract, also see col. 
23, line 48), said site securement device including a unitary body (304) having multiple 
uniform channels (328 and 330) for temporarily receiving a section of the intravascular 
tubing (col. 23, line 48) in one or more of the channels, and an adhesive pad (Fig. 19, 
390; also see col. 29, lines 15-16) attached to said site securement device, said 
adhesive pad being attachable to the skin of a patient. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Gautsche (US Patent No. 6,458,104) in view of Bierman (US Patent No. 6,290,676). 

Gautsche discloses the device substantially as claimed except for rounded end pieces 

and an adhesive pad. Bierman, however, discloses a site securement device (Figs. 9 

and 10, 124) which comprises partitions between the channels with rounded end pieces 

(1 34). Bierman further discloses that the site securement device also comprises an 

adhesive pad for attachment to a patient (see abstract). Therefore it would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have modified the 
site securement device of Gautsche with the rounded end pieces and adhesive pad, as 
taught by Bierman, in order to provide partitions without sharp corners in order to 
protect the tubing, and also to provide a device which could be attached to a patient's 
body, such that tubing could be interchanged without having to reattach the device and 
risk harming the patient's skin with repeated tape or other adhesive use. 

Claims 19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Dobkin (US Patent No. 5,735,821) in view of Bierman (US Patent No. 5,702,371). 
Dobkin discloses the device substantially as claimed including a site securement device 
(Fig. 11), said site securement device including a unitary body having multiple uniformly 
shaped channels of varying sizes (22) for temporarily receiving a section of medical 
tubing (see abstract). Dobkin also discloses that the device includes an adhesive pad 
(28) for attaching to the skin of a patient. While Dobkin discloses that the device can be 
used for attaching various medical tubing (entire document), Dobkin does not disclose 
that the unitary body is used to receive intravascular tubing that is connected to both a 
catheter and fluid supply tube. Bierman, however, discloses a site securement device 
which is used to connect a fluid supply tube and catheter by a section of intravascular 
tubing (see abstract and col. 23, line 48). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have modified the site 
securement device of Dobkin, with the idea of using it to receive intravascular tubing 
that attaches a catheter and fluid supply tubing, as taught by Bierman, in order to 
provide another specific attachment use for the site securement device, wherein during 
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its use it provides a means of stability in relation to the patient, while connecting the 
various tubes. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura C. Schell whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7881. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Sirmons can be reached on (571) 272-4965. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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